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From the Portland Advertiser,
WRECK OF TUE BRIG TURNER OF
 PORTLAND.

Blanchard, who was in command
of this ill-futed vessel at the time she
was wrecked, has furnished us withi
the following account o the disaster.
and the subscquent sufterings of him-

. selland erew during a period of forty-

fix duysi—
- "The brig Turner sailed from Port-

- land, on-the 20th of January, 1843,
fol

- catgoand

hound for Maderia, with the
nersons un board, \'IL;—‘UulJl:lill,BI{!
Hanchard, Jr. of Cumberland; n
Namuel 2 ushall, Pordand; se
Thowas Morgison, Portland; J
Malore, New Urleans; Thomas Mat-
thews, Boston; John ‘Hatiy, Long
Island, N. Y. and Thomas MeGrau.
Portland; cooky William Morvis, [col-
ored,] of Postland.

We experienced heavy weather,
with cortinued gales of wind for the
first seventeen diys, which caused 1
Houd tosettle toleeward,
80 13 to give the vessel a list'to. port:
but she being strong and tight, and

swithal an excellent sea-boat, this gave

us no apprehensions for our safety:

. Harmony and good grdewprevailed
among the crew—ever) did- i
duty- with aluerity, and ‘we made

to weather alldangers till the 16th =

of Fetirutry.  On: that day at fow
o'clock, A, M. while scudding unde:
close revfed sails, steering a S, E. by

. E. course dead before the wind—in

= the Pat,

lat. 34 45,lon 30, a tremendous sea
broke over the storn, swept the man
from thebeln.and hove the brig on her
beam ends.  The foremast and bow-
sprit snapped off as though they had
béen reed, and the deckdoad was im-
mediately’ swept away. As soon as
possible we cut the lanvards of 1he
main rigging with our knives, when
the mainmast went by the board, and
the vessel riglited, full of water, witl,
nothing on deck buta few thousand
of lumber and one empty water cask.

@ shock had been so violent as to

“e1% the main hatch bar, and tear ar
“and sweep -off binacle, com-
i, "a:é‘ﬁj and booby hatch, ~ The
:nehions and starboard ch

i

impossible 10 [eater the

thing

'float weré: stuve, so that
without a|drop of fresh

wergmore fortunate in regard to pro-

visidhs, having succeede
‘a barrel|of bread—which

nearly’all jwet with. salt
or fiveipieces of salt porl‘;
@

quently about iwo th

of beef, ¢ [
Atubout/6 o’clock, Al

wore around and broughtih
side to. the | wind,: which Yjexposed us
more to the_sea, set the lumber on

deck washing from side
rendered our condition
gerous and: uncomfortal

the beam.

The waves broke ove
leck and against the stej
'yyand withgreat violen

Short time  tuo rudder " wi
way, taking iwith it a pari
‘The fore pact of t

som.
the safest pl

softed, und 1h some sort ti b tter our
ent to wo { and lash-

Fcc for ug; tl

conditiun, we wi
ed somg boards from the

foremast to the night he( 1" and pall-

bit, which in a measur
torce of the sea.

Our only hope was tha  some ves-

sel would come to our ral
human ippearances we ¢
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were, scanti-

drew the staples out of the combings
‘ot the hatches, and miade rough hooks,
which we.fustend to the ends of strips
lof bodrd, and found them to work
well—but . these gould only be used in
calin weather, /

About the 1st of March the wind
s ifted to the; south, which brought
the lmrba'arﬁ! side of our vessel to the
windward. \The rail on the side had
been| swept away, 50" that we were|
now, more ex{‘)‘gs’cd_ to the sea than be-
tore;and it whas imperatively neces-
sary that we should finJ some means
of protecting our selves against the
danger of being washed overboard.
For_ this purpuse we ‘wrenched the
carlings from the cabin (floor, lashed
them together,and covered themi with
baards and an o!d spare topsail.: Being
much| weakened by’ long exposure, it
wasfuundnecéssary tousé thréeor tour
days: wuter, 1¢ ‘enable usito bear the
atigue consequent upon accomplish-
ing this.’ 5 ¢
Our i were constautly

tngally exposed to the'v

L the weather,and the seas

On the third day the
aind in some respects.ouf
sanz more comfortable,
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upon the stretch tadiscover something
to quench our raging thirst. Every
spring of water we had gver known
was dwelt upAn with inconceivable
longing, aml even the dirty slops we
had seen running from sink spouts were
the theme of {requent and- impassivn-
ed conversation.” Some |of the men
talked seripusly of catting open their
veins 'and. sucking thei? ‘own  blooJ;
they would no doubt have done so
hn’d. :h:i been able. to persuade them-
tl

caught daring a
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ble to describe our feelingd of grati-
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calin' weather, aid during the night

obtained someé relief. INo_sooner did
the diry begin to dawn than everyman
was geen lapping the moistureyith
his tangue -from the rails. . ‘We  al:

tound considerable relief in' bathing,
and keeping our flannels wet with
salt water.  Still our condition was|

decreasing, our strength failing; and
death from thirst and hunger seemed
to stare us'in the face. - We had like-
wisé |a_ premonition of approaching
disclytion in_our aching eye balls and
tallingsight. Sk
The days dragged heavily away
without bringing any alteration in our:
condition, except for the worse. Some
of the men aguin began to drink salt
\water, ang when urged to consider its

e may a8 wall dic offe iy a8 an
1.} Urine wasalso drunk more or|
leds, but it had no gower to quench
thikst, | . | o o
ut a second time Providence inter<
10 sustain us.| On the 13th'of
Margh, in the forenoon, a barrel was
diszovered’in the larboard side of the
cabin)\ beneath/the water.. One ofthe
men—Joseph Malore, of New. Orleans
—who)\ was an- excelleny swimmer,
wentdown and sicceeded in bringing

posi
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"+ Ourcondition, sofards fogd and wi
ter weré doncerned, wus now mug
better than it had been, but we wer
destided tonew afflictions. In con
sequenceofsleeping on the hard board:
our flesh became tender, much chafed
-—and owidy to living on ‘sult proyi
lonsy-and  Doidg codstad ly wet \witl
salt water, we broke out with boils
sores, which were alinos
bly ‘puinfuls A
{ outthis time,Joseph Maloreduvel
again into the cabin in hopes of find:{t setful
ing some of the pork which bud beel
‘kept there, ~He discovered,and sul
ssquently withlour assigiance, got i
four-barrels of: beef, but | could  fin
noné ot the pork.  M-ilore was thi
only man‘on bourd who could iy
hrough his idi
idence, we were
ing of'hunger.”
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